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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JULY 3, 2002

North Texas Veterans Prepare for National Wheelchair Games

David Owens of Decatur, Texas survived an 18-month tour of duty in Vietnam.  At age 52 he faced another challenge when disabilities from a below-the-knee amputation and spinal cord injury forced him to use a wheelchair.  Today, however, he is preparing to compete in the largest wheelchair sporting event in the world, the 22nd National Veterans Wheelchair Games.

This year’s games will be held July 9-13, 2002, in Cleveland, Ohio, and VA North Texas Health Care System will sponsor 15 veterans who will participate in events including track and field, swimming, basketball, weightlifting, softball, air guns, quad rugby, 9-ball, bowling, table tennis, archery, motorized rally, 5-K road race and wheelchair slalom. 

Peggy Owens, David’s wife, serves as the Wise County Veterans Service Officer and is helping David train for the shotput and javelin.  Peggy says, “He has worked hard and will bring home the gold.”  David is looking forward to the Games to build his self esteem and join other disabled veteran athletes in competition.

Additional information is available from Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer, at 214 857-1158.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:


Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer


4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX  75216


(214) 857-1158 (daytime)


(972) 978-6270 (after hours)

















