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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AUGUST 14, 2002

BUBBADILLOS OF NORTH TEXAS GO FOR THE GOLD


The BubbaDillos of VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) will go for the gold at the National Veterans Golden Age Games August 10-17, 2002, in Los Angeles, CA.  The Games began in 1985 in Albany, GA with 115 competitors representing VA medical facilities across the United States.  The games are still going strong as over 500 will compete this year.

The BubbaDillos is a team of 36 veterans, including 10 rookies, and consists of eight athletes competing from wheelchairs - four of whom have spinal cord injuries, one visually impaired, and for the first time in 10 years a female veteran, Joan Lance.

Ms. Lance has known about the Games for several years but due to medical complications has been unable to participate.  She will compete in checkers and wheelchair adaptive bowling.  

VANTHCS hosted the 2001 Games in Duncanville, TX, and interest has grown tremendously making this year’s team the largest to participate from north Texas.  The fundamental purpose of the Games is to improve the quality of life for all older veterans 55 and over, including those with a wide range of abilities as well as limitations.
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