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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2002

North Texas Veterans Come Home Champions
The 16th National Veterans Golden Age Games were held recently in Los Angeles, CA where veterans 55 or older currently receiving care at a VA medical facility competed in sporting events such as golf, swimming, bicycling, horseshoes, bowling and pentathlon.


VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) sent a team of 34, and their accomplishments are as follows.  Jerry Voorheese of Mesquite won bronze in wheelchair horseshoes and silver in dominoes and nine-ball; David Owens of Decatur won silver in wheelchair pentathlon and gold in wheelchair table tennis and wheelchair bowling; Jack Richardson of Carrollton won gold in wheelchair shuffleboard and wheelchair horseshoes; Donald Wood of Seagoville won silver in wheelchair horseshoes and wheelchair bowling; William Storey of Wylie won gold in wheelchair adaptive bowling; Stonell Greene of Dallas won bronze in golf; Thurman Dike of Fort Worth won gold in golf; Clyde Mays of Dallas won bronze in wheelchair pentathlon; Frank Menchaca of Arlington won silver in 100 yard freestyle swimming; Robert Rountree of Mansfield won silver in checkers and bronze in horseshoes; George Coulston of Dallas won gold in checkers, silver in shuffleboard and bronze in nine-ball; Charles Johnson of Dallas won silver in visually impaired horseshoes and visually impaired bowling; Lawrence Brister of Quinlan won bronze in dominoes; Norman Cross of Dallas won silver in wheelchair nine-ball; Joan Lance of Point won silver in wheelchair adaptive bowling; Ira Wallace of Bonham won silver in checkers and horseshoes and bronze in dominoes; James Rouse of Bonham won gold in shuffleboard; Houston Brummitt of Denison won silver in horseshoes; Donald Button of Bonham won silver in wheelchair shuffleboard and wheelchair bowling; and Andrew Onifer of Bonham won silver in table tennis.
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-Add one- Golden Age Games


Sports and physical fitness are vital ingredients in VA rehabilitation programs available for older veterans, and friendly competition engages both the body and mind.  Director Alan Harper said, “The VANTHCS team joined 500 veterans across the nation to compete and renew old friendships.  These older veterans have seen the carnage of war and to see them keeping fit and ready for a new challenge is truly an inspiration.”  
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