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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JULY 13, 2003

World War I Vet Celebrates Her 106th Birthday

DALLAS – Navy veteran Marie Odee Johnson, one of the last surviving women veterans of World War I, will celebrate her 106th birthday July 23, 2003, at 1:30 p.m. in the Transitional Care Unit at Dallas VA Medical Center.  Members of the local chapter of Navy League of the United States will make a special presentation.


Ms. Johnson served as a secretary to a Marine general officer in Washington, DC during World War I and now makes her home in the TCU at Dallas VAMC.  Although TCU is intended for patients expecting to stay only a few weeks, VA North Texas Health Care System makes an exception.  World War I veterans 100 years or older can stay as long as they wish.


Nationally, Department of Veterans Affairs estimates there are less than 500 living World War I veterans, and less than 75 are women.  In north Texas, there are approximately 12, and Ms. Johnson is the only female among them. 


Ms. Johnson has lived in the TCU at Dallas VAMC since 1998 where she has support of physicians and nursing staff as well as social workers and therapists.  Her daughter, Marilyn Brooks, visits regularly.
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