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JULY 29, 2004

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NORTH TEXAS GOLDEN AGE VETERANS AREN’T SLOWING DOWN  

DALLAS – The 18th National Veterans Golden Age Games were held July 18-23, in Fresno, Cal.  Sponsored by Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans of Foreign Wars and Veterans Canteen Service, competition attracted over 500 athletes age 55 or older currently receiving care at a VA medical facility.


A "fountain of youth" for the rapidly aging veteran population, the Golden Age Games is the premier senior adaptive rehabilitation program in the United States and the only national seniors’ program designed to improve the quality of life for all older veterans, including those with a wide range of abilities and disabilities.  This event truly reflects VA's mission – to provide quality programs and health care for America's aging veteran population.  It is one of the most progressive and adaptive rehabilitative senior sports program in the United States and the world.

As with the Senior Olympics program, Golden Age Games provides separate age groups and gender divisions where needed.  Additionally, because many veterans also face varying types of medical challenges, events have been added for competitors with low motor skills, as well as those who use wheelchairs or have visual impairments.

This year, VA North Texas Health Care System sponsored 43 veterans to compete in this national event who won a team total of 41 medals.  VANTHCS Director Alan Harper attends the Games each year and said, “Participating in the Games gives me a chance to meet these seniors and learn what really matters to them so I can help improve the health care we provide.  I congratulate each team member and their accomplishments - from those who did not place to the gold medalists.”   

–  MORE –

ADD ONE – GOLDEN AGE GAMES 

North Texas competitors in alphabetical order included:  Mel Bernstein of Thackerville, bronze in shuffleboard; James Betterton of Bonham, silver in shuffleboard; Robert Blatnik of Rowlett, gold in 25- and 50-yard swimming; Lawrence Brister of Quinlan, gold in dominoes; Houston Brumit of Bonham, bronze in horseshoes; Donald Button of Bonham, gold in 9-ball, bronze in bowling (wheelchair division); James Caldwell of Bonham, bronze in dominoes (visually impaired division); Norman Cross of Dallas, gold in shuffleboard and table tennis, bronze in 9-ball and bowling; Donald David of Dallas, gold in dominoes; Lonnie Dorsey of Desoto, silver in shuffleboard; Clyde Harris of Fort Worth, silver in horseshoes; Leo Hawkins of Bonham, bronze in dominoes; William Jackson of Dallas, gold in 9-ball and silver in shuffleboard (wheelchair division); Johnny Kearney of Bonham, silver in shuffleboard and bowling (visually impaired division); George Krupa of Bonham, gold in pentathlon and bronze in horseshoes; Joan Lance of Point, gold in bowling (wheelchair division); Andy Onifer of Bonham, silver in shuffleboard and bronze in checkers; David Owens of Decatur, bronze in horseshoes and pentathlon and silver in table tennis (wheelchair division); John Powell of Balch Springs, bronze in bowling (wheelchair division); John T. Richards of Plano, gold in table tennis, silver in horseshoes, and bronze in shuffleboard; Jackie Richardson of Carrolton, gold in bowling and bronze in shuffleboard; James Rouse of Bonham, silver in shuffleboard; Linda Sandoz of Red Oak, bronze in bowling (wheelchair division); William Storey of Wylie, gold in shuffleboard and bronze in bowling (wheelchair division); and Dorothy Walker of Arlington, gold in bowling.  These veterans competed in several events, including 9-ball, golf, pentathlon, table tennis, shuffleboard, checkers, bowling, dominoes, horseshoes, swimming and bicycling:  Armando Alvarez of Frisco, Robert Blackwell of Dallas, Tommy Brown of Dallas, Ronald Couch of Arlington, Virgil Gilliam of Bonham, John R. John of Mansfield, Jerry Johnson of Dallas, Jimmie Lynch of Dallas, Fred Masinga, Jr. of Dallas, Hosie McCoy of Dallas, Melvin Miller of Dallas, John Patterson of Cedar Hill, Aubrey Saxon of Dallas, Gladys Jane Schoonover of Dallas, Michael Silverstein of Rockwall, Frank Spitzig of Irving, Rodney Thomas of Bonham, and Robert Wallace of Alvarado.  
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